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Development of a Performance Scale to Assess Reading
Arabic for Children

Prof. el rhali AHARCHAOU
Laboratory of Researchs in Psychology and Sociology

Department of Psychology, Faculty of Letter and Human Science, Fes - Morocco

Abstract

The objective of this study is to develop a performance scale to assess reading
Arabic. We hope to create a measuring tool that will help diagnose difficulties
faced by some children in learning to read, and which can be used at the primary
education level.

Constituting the contents and different parts of this scale, formulating its tasks
and items, in addition to defining its validity and fidelity coefficients, required
performing two experiments. The first experiment was in the form of a survey
that included 144 children. The second experiment was more comprehensive and
included 300 children. In both experiments, the age of the male and female children
was between six and eleven years old.

We claim that this scale in its finale version is composed of 13 sub-tests, which
in turn can be categorized into six parts. Each part measures a precise reading skill.
In addition to helping identify children with difficulties in reading, the tool that
we developed helps in analyzing the basic mechanisms in reading, and listing the
causes of difficulties in learning to read. This tool also provides some adequate
modalities that help overcome these difficulties.

The scale developed here plays therefore a twofold role. First, it constitutes a
tool to diagnose evolution at school and the level of acquisition of knowledge for
every learner, as well as the difficulties that can be encountered in terms of learning
to read. Second, it represents a tool for psycho-educational diagnosis especially
in approaching the causes of difficulties in learning to read in its relationship with
educational maladjustment and all psychological, cognitive, social, and pedagogical
components of this latter.
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