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Scholar attitudes and competences measurement tool
of a sample of mentally handicapped Moroccan children
aged between 8-14
Dr. Mohamed Ameziane
Educational Sciences Department

El Jadida Teachers,teachers' College

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop and test a measurement tool to
identify scholar attitudes and competences of Moroccan mentally handicapped
children aged 8-14 years old who may need special educational services in order to
enhance their integration and help them perform more successfully at school.

Consequently. accuracy was carefully considered in diagnosing this category of
people because the major purpose of any diagnosis is to conceive educational
programmes on a scientific basis taking into account the child's weaknesses. This can
only be possible by using educational methods and teaching techniques that take into
consideration his psychological needs. The individual plan which is based on the results
of our diagnosis has as an ultimate goal. raising the standard of the child's integration.

The author puts forward the main steps in developing and standardising the
test. Twodomainswere chosen for developingthetest: scholarattitudesand competences
domains. The instruments of the study were reviewed and modifications were made
according to a first pilot test of a sample of 48 mentally handicapped children.

The data were analyzed and the result of the study indicated that the tool has
certain qualityfor measuringscholarattitudesand competences of mentallyhandicapped
children. Internal consistency reliability for this tool was .78 after changing and
modifying few items. The internal consistency reliability for the domain scores varies
from .30-.78 for scholar attitudes and .30-.67 for scholar competences.
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