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The Palestinian Child Socialization at the Camps
 
A Case Study for the Palestinian Refugees Baqa'a Camp in Jordan
 

Khalid Suliman*
 
Majd Hammad**
 

Abstract 

The situations of the refugee Palestinian children witnessed at the camps are 
characterized by several particulars which cause them to be greatly in need for the 
highest possible degree caring and attention to assure making up their suffering as 
well as helping them to overcome the hard exceptional conditions sustained by them. 
In fact, and as the socialization process, including the relations, values, concepts and 
manners aimed for the children, may play an essential role in this regard, whether 
positively or negatively, then this study has been the outcome for the same which 
sought to figure out the socialization process sustained by the camp's children 
for which it has been necessary to highlight a set of issues that are related to such 
process, namely: 

The family and school relations held by the child within the scope of the 
social environment. 
The Palestinian identity and culture as well as the mechanisms set for 
maintaining the same. 
The status of the female child within the context of the socialization process. 

- The ambitions of the Palestinian refugee child. 
Actually, and by applying quantitative research methods (semi structured 

questionnaires) without the exclusion of the qualitative methods (in-depth 
interviews), a case study has been carried out for Baqa'a camp, the largest Palestinian 
refugees camp in Jordan, by referring to purposive samples that were selected in a 
way that would attain the study's goals. 

In fact. the study revealed that the Palestinian refugee child in the camp is 
suffering a set of problems that are related to his basic humanitarian needs that are 
concerned with the education, health and environment. Accordingly, some problems 
were strongly denoted such as those related to the poverty, deprivation and population 
congestion as well as the poor services, health, environmental and educational 
facilities in addition to the limited public sphere dedicated for the child's cultural, 
social and entertainment places which all in all constitute serious obstacles that 
hinder the socialization institutions from performing their role as aimed. Further, 
the means adopted by the several socialization institutions include various negatives 
that are mainly neglecting the children, gender discrimination, adopting the violence 
and other ways of the tough and humiliating treatment manners as well as the poor 
cooperation, integrity and trust held among the said institutions. 

However, all of the said problems did not ban the availability of bright aspects 
concerning the socialization process which mainly include the general realization 
for the said problems and asking for coordinating the efforts for solving the same in 
addition the adherence of all the people to the Arab Palestinian identity which seems 
to be strongly dominant via many demonstrations and logos as an important factor for 
uniting the members of the camp and inducing their positive values. 

* An Arab researcher in the political and social issues, sulimankhy@yahoo.com. 
** Infonnation and Research Center, King Hussain Foundation, majdabdulla(q;yahoo.com. 
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.. '" .." " 

~'11 I ......;bJl t"" 1..>-' .Jbl.4JIJ ,<G w,.). ~J <G..o.LJ ~.I.,J I.L '-:'~ I. is>" 'i I ......;bJ1 

.•13.)IJ ~1~<,,>lIl .•J~ (''il. 

,jlib'il ~ ~I ,-:,lkJl ~L.lv-a .~J ,-:,~I i"1~1 ~~.l:>. J~ ~J 

i""'JJJ ~L.J I ~ I~ •.)JL..,J\ JihlI J..,.b. ~li:; Iu-o (19) .JU4 ,;:S:.:>::JI ~I u-o 0i ~ 

~.)\J)'IJ d.:,.:~I~I.4I1~""'I)..'iljJ..J\ h:;:;" wi.')J~~ ~ ~I ,.~I 

••L.....)'IJ1.)~IJ1"'OW1jlS:.-..tl;Uts: v-a Jihll ~~ W)ll\d .: o.:I,-,IIJ ~4)'IJ 
~ ,jJU:;......)'1 JI u..W.I ••L.J.., ,jw!~ ~"h:J.I u..W.1 J1 jW)'\J ~I Jl ~...,JI 

'~J'il) ";ylill ~~I J1 (~..JI~I) ..JI~I ~~.) ~ ~J ,d.: ':''?' II ••L.....)'I dJj ~ 

,,~~..>:.' Jihll ~.?i~ <,,>I J1'<.:k (~ylill 
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lyts:Jj!~~u.~ljl~.(54)..:..L.........j1ldt~~JJyd,?,,:;·,.~~)'.u~ 
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~1-:,,,L.:;JIdJ j J-J-'""" ~.>L l.>-.£. r-+'-" ~I .."..>-'1 ,~~ ~l ~ ~ yJI ~ ~libl 
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~ * ~ ,,1 ,~lb~" '-"..>"~ ~ J.J-"'" ..;,~I ~..".....4- ,j.o ~lS: 

...>y)U ~~UI ~p" <)'-"\'1 

·.ilI,,',_I\..;,~,,':"II· 1'-"'JI,-,)k'[1U I,· L.:;JI~ -''i ,Iu'-F c--:- . r::-- cr Sf: c9 <.r"" u" ~ " 
d""o'J;,:.:;J1 dt ~ <#1..>:>-<- .>.U .~1~ ..;,LJ;,:,11 dt 0::7 '-')WI J~~ J:. ,~ 
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