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Abstract:

The present study titled "The Assessment and Field Study of the Type of Care that Children Re-
ceive in Dhofar" done by Dr. Abdullah Al-Mejeidle sets out to investigate the extent to which children
are receiving their rights in care and the different levels of care they receive according to variables of
this study. As for the significance of this study, it is partly because this is the first field study in Dho-
far which investigates the rights of children and partly because childhood is the vital phase of an in-
dividual's life. The study probes the divergence of care according to gender (male or female) and ac-
cording to the social environment (city and village) and types of care: healthcare, social care,
educational care, emotional care, and aesthetic care to lay down recommendations and procedures to
tackle the obstacles that hinder children obtaining their rights in the types of care.

The researcher put down many questions and formulated hyptheses in the light of his field-work
observations and the theoretical studies done in the area. The study is concerned with care, which
Dhofari children receive, as is embodied in the heavenly religions and in international charters and
agreements of which Oman is a signatory, Dhofar as the venue of the study and the year 2005-2006 as
the academic time-span to do the study.

Three questionnaires were designed. The first for 1020 randomly chosen children who can read and
answer the questionnaire, and another for those who cannot read and answer taking into account valid-
ity and reliability of the tests and refereed by a number of specialists. The second for 825 randomly
chosen parents, and the third for 314 randomly chosen teachers (both male and female). The re-
searcher used SPSS statistical programme in processing the findings, analyzing the data, and testing
the hypotheses.

The findings concluded that there are no differences at the levels of healthcare according to the so-
cial environment in the questionnaire done by teachers and children; but there are defining differences
in the questionnaire of the parents and the other two categories which showed that heaithcare and
other types of care are more prone in the city than in the village. All three categories showed that all
types of care were in favoyr of female children than male children. The findings also showed that a
quarter of the parents toek part in the questionnaire said their income does not help secure their chil-
dren's needs, and malnutrition formed third of the children both in city and village. The cost of living
in the parents questionnaire showed that 39.3% were helping raise up to 10 children, thereby affecting
the kind of care their children receive at all levels. Following the findings, the researcher made the
recommendations below:

Legislate a law that makes education obligatory.

Lay down programmes that tackle malnutrition in the city and country by applying school nutrition
schemes

Improve all kinds of care, especially in the country

The study includes a list of the sources, references, appendices and abstracts in Arabic and English.
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Terminology

Childhood

Child Rights
Childhood Care

Social Care

Health Care

Emotional Care
Aestheic Care
Kindergarten

Child Social Rights
Child Economic Rights
Child Educational Rights
Socialization

Family Organization
Child Needs

Human Rights
Alternative Families
Cultural Rights

Civil Rights

Attitude

Rural Community
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Reliability

Malnutrition

Sample

Hypothesis

Citizenship

Coefficient of Correlation
Coefficient of Vahdity
Coefficient of Reliability
Compulsory School Age
Compulsory Education
Emotional Development
Significant Difference
Educational Institurion
Educational Ladder
Esthetic Appreciation
Family Life

Null Hypothesis
Hypothesis Acceptance

Hypothesis Test
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